Minutes

Silverthorn Collegiate Institute

Parent School Council Meeting

Thursday, November 26, 2009

6:30 pm, SCI Library
1.
“Welcome” from the Parent School Council Co-chairs, Vesna Kacanski and Randal Froebelius.
2. Report from Student Council President, Ashley Denuzzo:
Ashley introduced other executive Student Council members, in attendance, who meet every Thursday at lunch hour with a combined energy and enthusiasm for council work.

Student Council highlights:

- Terry Fox Foundation BBQ fundraiser successfully raised $1600.
- Hallowe’en Dance earned a $400. profit was used for the Student Semi-Formal which was “a hit!”
- Winter Holiday Assembly: students are busy organizing a winter holiday assembly with door      decorations and prizes.

- Food Drive – organizing donations.
- Matchmakers’ Survey – fundraiser.

- “Home of the Spartans” banner/painting – for the school gym is a future goal intended to raise school spirit and to be funded by the students.

3. Teacher Report from Marc Szwarc:

- “Silent Reading:”  beginning next week, “Silent Reading” will be scheduled 4 times a week during the last 20 minutes of school initially on a 2 week trial basis as an initiative of the Literacy Committee.  (IPod reading does not qualify).
- Dec.14-17/09: subject related assignments in gr.10 will be graded in preparation for the EQAO Literacy Test in April/10.;
- in general, November is a very busy school month.

- Dec.3/09: Annual Athletic Assembly;

- Dec.10/09: School Winter Concert;

- Dec.15/09: “Fair Trade;” “Winterfest.”

- Jan./10: EQAO Gr. 9 Math;

- Jan. 20 – Feb. 2, 2010: school exams;

- Environmental Club: are very active and under the leadership of Mr. Panas. E.g.,recycling bins at school. Club initiatives linked with Character Education principle and Spartan attribute of  “Respect” for the environment.

Overall, parents and school were very pleased with the new system of online appointments for scheduling parent and teacher interviews made available this month for the first time at SCI.  Parents were appreciative of a new method that allows parents direct online access to scheduling of their appointments without any student “interference.” 

4. School Resource Officer, PC Raul Cutulli, was absent.

Mr. Ellis said that Officer Raul is very popular with the students. Officer Raul is helping coach the school wrestling team and he has a background in martial arts. 

Recent articles in Toronto newspapers re: policing in the schools has brought positive publicity to public perceptions of the role of school resource officers.

5. “School Improvement Plan” explained by Mr. Ellis:

Handout entitled: “Results, Overview of Drug Use in 2009,” is a 6 page excerpt from the original 60 page document which is generally “good news.”  The described drop in drug use is attributed to student drug abuse education, MADD presentations, “Anti-Drinking and Driving” campaigns, targeting gr.12 students in particular because alcohol and marijuana use increases by gr.12.  Also, it is becoming as “socially unacceptable” for students to smoke as it is for adults. An undercurrent of societal change.
“Every School an Effective School Impacting Student Achievement:”
- TDSB Superintendent, Wayne Hulley

- “What are the factors for an effective school?”

1. a clear mission

2. a safe and orderly environment

3. good home and school relations

4. high expectations for success

5. regular assessment and reporting

6. learn/time on task
- by Jan.11, 2010: draft of plan for school effectiveness

- TDSB “Smart Goals” = Literacy, Numeracy, Pathways, Community, Culture, and Caring:

A.  Literacy:  to increase by 6% the percentage of students with first time success
B.  Numeracy

C.  Pathways: refers to number of credits a student achieves;  to increase by 5% the number of students who successfully accumulate 16 credits by the age of 16.

D.  Community, Culture, and Caring:  goal of meaningful engagement; e.g., the school has asked for Ministry money to support parent workshops.  

Mr. Ellis said that this aims at a higher degree of accountability in the schools where more data is available. He is organizing a “School Improvement” team and a definite school plan is underway.
Parent School Council discussion related to this topic: How to promote math and science in all students in all grades?  E.g., through “differentiated instruction,” – using Smart Boards in math class; presenting lessons in non-traditional ways; promoting various student group problem-solving activities.

6.  Co-chairs’ Report:

-  Min. of Education email to Parent School Councils:  $1,000. budget allowing grants for initiatives on how to reach parents and to increase involvement/participation in school councils.  Real problem of low parent attendance and participation and how to stimulate parents’ interest?  E.g., telephone message reminders; promotions at gr. 9 Parents’ Night, and Parent/Teacher Interview Night.  Other possibilities are promotional workshops for parents related to current interest topics such as cyberbullying, positive teen discipline, etc.

-  brainstorming at the next Parent School Council meeting, in January, for ideas re appeal to parents? E.g.,through the school website; or parent email; or special phone messages.
-  Need to change current name of “School Council” to “Parent School Council” to avoid possible confusion with Student School Council name; to clarify and improve understanding  of the nature of council for the general community. Better “public relations” needed to raise Parent School Council profile in the school’s community.
7.  Vice-Principal,  Alison Irvine’s Report:
· Staffing: SCI hired 2 new teachers in science and math who are new to the school
· Mr. Naim is starting a homework club for students
· Split classes with 15 students per class are going well; students seem adjusted and happy

· EQAO: based on last years’ results, “laser focus” on those students who had previously failed their EQAO and are repeating the test.  An analysis was done to pinpoint where the students went wrong and identify specific trouble areas; as a result, students gained from 40% to 70% improvement!

· This year’s focus in on grade 10 and a “blitz” of lesson plans cross-curriculum.
· Dec. 14 – 17/09 and Feb., 2010: to familiarize students in gr. 10 by writing a mock test prior to the EQAO based on what were the most troublesome areas for students based on the previous year’s EQAO. 

· Select gr.12 students will help the ESL students to prepare for EQAO.

· Dec./09: introducing 20 mins. of reading everday at school (like the “DEAR” –“Drop Everything And Read”) as a routine; previously, it was only held on Fridays and students were constantly forgetting their books.

8. Other business:
-  “Thanks to all in attendance this evening.”
-  The next SCI Parent School meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 28, 2010, at 6:30 pm in the school library.

Submitted: 

Roxanne Myschyshyn, 
January 28, 2010.

